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Dear Mr. Ghsirmas: 


ber Ὁ ith and te kaow thet 


Iwas glad te have your msasage of Decembe 
you believe, as we do, that we have come to the final stage of tha 
Cuban affair between us, the ecttlement af which will kave alge 
sificance for sur future relations oud fer cur ability to evercome 
other difficulties. I wish to thant Yee ey ron hand teled to distny. 
rats img enri ba titer une πατῶ tried ts display. 


settlement ef the Cuban qoastion between your re 
Kucpeteoy, end cur representatives, Ambasent b 
Me, MeCiey, ἐπ New York. Im these ποθ ᾿ 
codaratand your position aad I am glad te mato that Mr. Kusnetzov 
the interest of both sides thas We reach RET a 

te dispose ef the Cuban crisis. To this end, Ambassador 

statement whiek by 3 aew y hes certainly reached you. S wich to assure 
you that it is our purpose to end this affair as simply and clearly as 
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‘With regard to your reference te the confi 
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quite agree with you that the larger part ef the erisis has new been 
ended and we chould act permit other te stand in the way of promptly 


settling the reat without further acrims: 


eel ak σοῖς set up 
between ta, [cas assure you that I value them. ἃ have not concealed 
from you that it was a serious disap ment te ase thet dangereusly 
migleading informatien should have come through 
before the recent crisis. Tou may sige wish to knew that by as 


οοᾶ 5 representative of Le private televisien 9 bz 
te us. This to always umeive tn cur country, where the members of 
the prese eftem insist en printing at some Iater time what they may 


isarn privately . 


Because our systems are so differest, you may net be fully familiar 
with the practices of the American press. The compstition for 
news in this country is fierce. A number ef the competitora are 
wet grest admirers ef my Administration, and perhaps am even larger 
aumber are nct whally frieadly te yours. Here in Washingten we 
have 1200 reporters accredited 0 ae ὙΓδέξο ξέσαρο due and 

ABE guments. Met one ef them is accountable 


I ama gisd te exy that Ihave same frisads among mawspapermen, bet 
ne spokesmen. 
But let me emphazise again that we de imdesd walue these confidential 


ekannels. Ientirely share your view thet seme trust is mecessary 
Seng a oe οὰε κων «ὀσκένέδα! Σ peasibian fal 


Σ shall of 


relative merite ef our cystems of geve 
prised if you de the game. 


he hae made ae real edfort ὃ ts πον σοι σα ; 


eed we chell miso kim very 


seuch. 


I appreciase your writiag me oo frankly, ead in return I have tried 


view. Party fer this reason I refrained in mylest press conference 
Supreme Soviet with which you realise, ef course, we ceuld not 
BZPSS. ᾿ 

behind 


We also are hopeful that once the Caban crisia is us, we 
ehali be able to tackle the ether problems cunfrontiag us and to 
find the path to their selutica. 


I cennet refrain from cermmenting briefly em yeur reference to the 
German questicn, though I de mot think that it would be useful ἐπ 
this message te expeuad cur fall positien ance again. But your 
euggestion that the interests ef cur twe countrics are teys in the 
hands of Chancellor Adezauer seems te me te mise entirely the 
true nature of the groblem which confreats aus im Central Europe. 

For hero the vital interests ef many states are fuvolved -- ea your 
side as well ag curs. If this is recognized, then Σ am confident 
that a wey can bo feund wkich will accommedate these interests and 
which will lead ἐ ἃ peaceful settlement. E comnot quite agree with 
you that Mr. Rusk and Mr. Groersyke have cattind everythin; 

Berlin but ene issue. Thay are sxilifel and experienced diplomate, 
bet I do uct think we cheald give thom tes mruch cradit yet. StU 
it is quite true, as yeu aay, that the main feeue which scems to 
eeparate us on Berlin is thet of the presence of allied troops in West 
Berlia. Iam confidest that if you could begin froma an saderstanding 
of our poaiticn om this vitsl point, eur chancee ef mseking progress 


would be greatly imprex 


I leek forward to receiving your confidential istter and proposals 
on the test han ques Hes, and I tain there is every 2 reason to kesp 
ject you wild tell x me » what yeu think about the pax 
beth: of us that is eur efforts te secure an amd te auclear 
shehid net everlesk this area ef the werld. 
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and let me in tara send you aad your wife and family cur personal 
geod wishes for ths coming year. 
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fwas glad ts have your message of December Lith and to know that 
yeu belleve. as we é, thet we have come te the final tage of the 
Cuban affair between us, the ectilement ef which will have sig- 


, CABR 


TS authority tor 


ether difficulties. ἃ wish te thank you for your cxpressica οὖ appre- 
clatien ef the understanding and flexibility we have tried to display. 


8 have followed with clese stéention the negotiations ea the final 
ecttlament ef the Cuban questica betweea your representative, BAP. 
Kusnetsov, and our represectatives, Ambassador Stevenson and 

Mr. McCley, in New York. Im these acgotistions we have tried to 
waderstand your pesitiea and I em glad te mete thet Mr. Kusnetsov 
has alse shown effert te understand cur problems. # ie clearly én 
che interest of both aides that we reach agreement on how finally ᾿ 
te dispoce of the Cuban crisis. To this end, Ambassador Stevenson 
end Mr. McCley presented en Wednesday o new draft of ἃ joint z 
etatement which by mow has certainly reached you. ὃ wish to assures 
you that it is eur purpose to end this affair as simply end clearly 89 


possible. 
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You refer to the importance ef my statements ca an invasien of 
Cubs end ef cur intention te fulfill them, se that ao doubts are cown 
from the very etart. £ have already stated my position publicly in 
say prees conference em November 20th, and ἵ am gled that this 
statement appears to have yeur understanding; we have sever wanted 
to be drivan by the acts ef ethers inte wer ia Cubs. The ether cide 
ef the coin, however, is that we do nocd to have adequate assurGcaces 
thet ell offensive weapons are removed from Cubs and ere net re- 
ixtroduced, and thet Cuba itself cemmits ne aggressive acts against 
any ef the mations ef the Wester Hemisphere. As ὃ enderstend 
you, you feel ceafident thet Cuba will act im fact engage fa ouch 
eggressive acts and of course I already have your own assurance 
about the effensive weapens. Se I myself chould suppose that you - 
esuld accept ear position -- but it is probably better to leave final 
diocnsolen ef these matters ts eur representatives ia Rew Tork. g 
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With regard to your reference te the conf 
between us. féam assure yeu that I value 


¢e us. This io always cewice im eur country, 
the press often insist on printing at some ister 


Ieara privately. 


Because our systems are so different, you may met ke Sully fenfliar 
with the practices of the American press. The competitica fer 


sews in this country is 


not great admirers eg my Admiaictration, and perkaps on oven large? 
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sumbsr are not wholly friendly to yours. Here in Washingtea we 
have 1200 reporters necredited to the White House alene. esd 


fierce. A sumber ef tho competitors are 


¢thoucands more ia ether assiguments. Not eae of them ic accountanis 


δον enything to do with the policy and purpose of this gove 
Iam gled to cay that Ihave some friends among BEwSPSpSTMaae but 


eharnels. Σ catirely chare your view that some trust is noceseary 
fer leading statesmen of eur two countries; Σ believe that ἐξ te “ 
important.te bulld the arca ef trust wherever poesibie. £ shall of 
couree continue to bald and to express my convictiens about the 
relative merits of ear systems ef gevertam cat, and I will not be sar- 
peiced tf yeu €o the nme. ~ — 


¢ 
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Eat toular, we have boon very gied to kave eppertantties for 
private exchanges ith and ¢hreagh Mr. Belshakev, andiem sorry ΄- 


8 foarea thet ke io returning to Moscow. it és Gur impression that 


aticna and understanding 
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Lappreciate your writing mo so frankly, ant in retura I have tried 
86 be as atraightforward, for K agree with you that only threugh such 
frank exchanges can we better uncerotend our reepective peints ef 
elow., I refrained in my inet press conference 


from commenting 

Sepreme Soviet with which you realize, of course, we could net 
BQPES. os : 

wre luc oo hopatel that ence tho Cohen erate to Bais τ, we 
eball be able te tackle the other problems ecnfronting us ané to 
find the path te their ¢eiution. τος 


ξεωκαοὲ refrain frem commenting briefly en your refereace to tha 
Germans question, though 5 do nct think thet it would be useful fa 

thig message te expeund eur fall positien ence again. [i 1 
cuggestion that the interests ef our two countries are toy Ze 


Fer here the vital iaterests ef many states are tavelved ~~ φατε Ξ 


working on this greblem. £ hepe that in your meseage ea this seb- 
fect ou will tell mo what yea thiak about tho position of the people 
both ef es that ia cur exts to gecure on end te meclear testiag we 
chagid est overlook thie ares ef the werkd. 
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Thank yeu for yeur expressions ef good wishes to me and my family, 


- and let mae im tura cend you and your wife aad family cur porceanal 


good wiches fer the coming year. 
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